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The Perfect Elu 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, S. J. 

Valley of Cumberland       Orient of Maryland 

Ceremony of Lights   

Sunday, March 4, 2018  
  

4:00 pm - Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal 
   Dinner to follow Ceremony                    
 

Chapters of Rose Croix traditionally observe this Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal, including the 
Mystic Banquet, as a memorial service honoring the Brethren who have passed since the last Ceremony of 
Lights. 
 
This observance strengthens the ties of brotherly love, past and present. We meet together to break the 
bread of fraternity, to reconcile ourselves with those we may have offended, and to drink the wine of 
refreshment and renewal. Thus, we celebrate the lives of our departed Brethren and promise to abide by 
the New Law, the Law of Love, with our present Brethren and all mankind. 
 

Purchase tickets online at www.cumberlandscottishrite.org  

or complete and return the Reservation Form on Page 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the 16th Annual "A -Thing -A-Ma-Jig" showcasing local talent in support of the 

RiteCare Early Childhood Language Disorders Clinic at the Children's League. 
 

 

 

 

 

Purchase tickets online at www.cumberlandscottishrite.org  

or contact Jerry Robinette at 301-729-6778. 

Admission: 

$10.00 - Adults 

$5.00 - Children 12 and Under 

Allegany College of Maryland 

Dr. Robert Zimmer Theater 

Friday, April 20, 2018 - 7:15 P.M. 

Cumberland Knights of St. Andrew Raise $5,000 for RiteCare  

D uring the Robert Burns Supper on February 3rd, the Cumberland Knights of St. Andrew 

presented a check for $5,000 to the Childrenõs League on behalf of the Cumberland 

Scottish Rite Foundation.  The funds were raised 

through  program advertising for the annual event 

honoring the Immortal Memory of the revered 

Scottish Poet.   

     The Cumberland Scottish Rite Foundation 

celebrated its 20th year of partnership with the 

Childrenõs League in 2017, supporting free 

diagnostic evaluation and treatment of speech and 

language disorders to equip children in our 

community with the ability and skills to lead 

productive lives. This clinic has directly benefited 

and improved the lives of more than 1500 children 

in Western Maryland and the surrounding region. 

Pictured L to R:  Mike Wade, Michael Kamauff, 

Angela Mandell, Joe Cushall, Jim Bosley, Cathy 

Growden, Ray Ryan, Jerry Robinette, and Sam Lane. 
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Spring 2018 Masonic Friend to Friend Events  
 

Invite a friend to attend one of these evenings of fun and fellowship with the Cumberland Scottish Rite!  We will be providing 

information for non-Masons interested in Masonry and to Masons about the Scottish Rite.  These events are free and casual. 

 
Saturday, March 10th from 6:00 - 9:00 pm 

Garrett County: American Legion   

423 Memorial Drive, Oakland 
 

Friday, March 23rd from 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Allegany County: Ali Ghan Shrine Center  

Directorõs Staff Building 
 

Saturday, April 14th from 6:30 - 9:00 pm 
Washington County:  Third Base Tavern  

35 Conococheague Street, Williamsport 
 

Samuel J. Lane, 32° , Venerable Master, Cumberland Lodge of Perfection  
 

G reetings from the Lodge of Perfection.  The year is well under way.  The Burns Supper is behind us and the 

Thing-A-Ma-Jig is coming on fast.  Iõd like to slow down a little bit and take a brief moment to discuss 

whatõs important.  As a Scottish Rite Mason and the Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection it is of the 

utmost importance to me that we maintain the integrity of our ancient traditions and local customs.  We must 

never forget who we are, where we came from, or what we stand for- we must maintain our identity as Scottish 

Rite Masons.  However, we are men of enlightenment, and as such, we understand that life is about change.  We 

must also understand the undeniable fact that we are all measured by how we adapt to that change.  In order to 

remain relevant and continue our role as a guiding force in masonry we too must change.  I know that there are 

many of you out there at this very moment getting your pitch forks from the barn, lighting your torches and 

heading toward my door-but before it gets that far- realize Iõm not talking about change to our founding 

principles, rituals, or that which distinguishes us or sets us apart from other organizations Masonic or otherwise.  The change Iõm 

speaking of comes in the way in how we promote and educate ourselves to include our Brothers who may not be in the Rite- but 

none the less Masons. 

     In the coming months we will have our traditional celebrations.  You may notice that our social events, ladies night, strawberry 

night, Christmas Party, and the like, are co-sponsored by the blue lodges and other a pendant bodies like Ali Ghan Shrine.  This is 

new, but what better way to spread the light of masonry and the glory of the Rite than by getting together and celebrating who 

we are. Whether you be Scottish Rite, York Rite, Tall Cedar, Shriner, or blue lodge we are one, we are Masons-and the Rite will 

lead the way. 

     As Masons we must always take the opportunity to educate ourselves.  At every meeting we will take the time to feed our 

minds on topics of Masonic significance; items germane to our ritual; or perhaps a topic that one of our Brothers has specialized 

knowledge in.  The point is this; change comes to us all, whether we want it to or not, whether we are ready for it or not, but we 

have an unprecedented opportunity to embrace change, to make a real difference and to lead our beloved Rite into the next 100 

years. 

     Socrates said about change òThe secret of change is to focus all of your energy not on fighting the old, but on building the 

newó. 

This is our Scottish Rite and I look forward to working with you to strengthen who we are while embracing change to glorify the 

Supreme Architect of the Universe and our beloved Rite. 

      Fraternally yours, 

      Sam Lane, Venerable Master 
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Ill. Jamey S. Hill, 33Á  Personal Representativeõs Message  

 

T he Knights of St. Andrew are to be congratulated on the excellent manner in which the Burns Supper 

came together this year. The Frostburg Gang made it possible for a record donation of $5000 to be given 

by the Knights of St. Andrew to the Rite Care Speech Clinic at the League for Children. A special note of 

Thanks goes to John Balch of Pharmacare, and his marketing director. The Scottish Folksinger, Carl Peterson, 

delighted the audience as a highlight of the evening, while several of the Toasts were especially funny and well 

delivered. 

     MWGM Kostas Vourvolas spoke in his native Greek language during his initial greeting to us, which  is what 

Burnõs poetry sounded like to the uninitiated in attendance according to Grand Master Gus. The Grand Master 

further remarked that our fraternity has performed our charitable work for decades in silence, to our 

detriment. Concluding that we should seize the opportunity for membership recruitment by exclaiming our 

charitable works as òevidence of Freemasonryõs role as the common goodó in todayõs world. 

      On an unrelated subject, the Consistory recently requested a report from the Supreme Council on their projected 

membership figures for the Valley of Cumberland in fiscal year 2022. There is a debate among ourselves regarding our ability to 

maintain our current tenancy of present buildings all across the State of Maryland.  Masonic jurisdictions that work together at the 

leadership level to promote combined Masonic events, sharing common tenancy, do better financially and fraternally than 

jurisdictions that insist on the status quo, thereby ignoring present membership trends. 

     There is also some discussion on building business offices at the Greene St. Masonic Temple for both the Scottish Rite and the 

Blue Lodges there. Estimates have been forwarded to the appropriate bodies and further details will be announced as information 

becomes available. 

     Brethren, it is my opinion that we should continue the present trend of working together with the other bodies to improve 

every members Masonic experience. Our valley membership achievement plan can carry us only so far into the future. Without 

solid cooperation by the fraternity, toward the fraternity itself, the way we operate will be compromised. 
 

                                                  Salvae Frater, 

                                                              Ill. Jamey S. Hill,  

                                                                Personal Representative 

Clyde Bantz Named Fall 

2017 Ritualistic Champion  
 

C ongratulations to 

Clyde E. Bantz, 32° 

KCCH on being named 

Ritualistic Champion for 

the Fall 2017 Class.  Bro. 

B a n t z  h a s  l o n g 

distinguished himself as a 

ritualist, most memorably 

in the role of  Prelate in 

the 14th Degree.  

     Bro. Bantzõs name will 

be the first to appear on a new Scottish Rite 

Ritualistic Champion 

plaque to be displayed 

in the Cumberland 

Masonic Temple.  We 

look forward to 

r e c o g n i z i n g  o n e 

individual at each 

Reunion for their 

achievement in ritual 

work.    
 


